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Questions to ask…
• How do you capture data, such as abstracts, 

and apply metadata to PDF document 
information fields?

• Is the standard full text search acceptable? Is it 
easy for the users of the CD to use?

• What more can be done to allow the user to drill 
down through your data?

• What should you watch out for when compiling a 
large number of PDFs, some coming from 
different sources?



SPE Case Study

• Abstracts and Papers collected and reviewed via 
AGS Total Meeting Organization (TMO) website

• 1500 abstracts submitted; 732 papers selected
• TMO System generates text, HTML and PDF 

files; ColdFusion, SQL Server and activePDF 
used in development

• SQL database used to build Custom CD Search
• Metadata imported with ISIToolbox; Form Fields 

and JavaScript used to build Search interface



Full text search picks up all hits…

perhaps more than you want.



Advanced Search is better…

but it is more difficult to use for the average user.



Custom Search - Advanced



Custom Search - Basic



Search Results



PDF Version
PDFs coming from different sources may be 
created in different versions of Acrobat.

Use the PDF Optimizer to make your PDFs 
compatible with Acrobat 5 or higher.



Attachments

Supplied PDFs could have unwanted attachments.



Security

How do you add bookmarks to a PDF that is secure?



Fonts

• Supplied PDFs may not have embedded 
fonts (an issue if you are printing a book)

• Supplied PDFs may not searchable
(an issue if you are developing a CD)

• Using Batch with PDF Optimization could 
unembed certain fonts – Be Careful!



Tools mentioned in this Case Study

• activePDF (www.activePDF.com)
• ISIToolbox (www.imagesolutions.com)
• TMO (www.tmo-system.com)



Adobe Reader
Distribution Agreement 

• Visit Adobe’s website to fill out the online 
request to distribute Adobe Reader.

• http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/
acrrdistribute.html
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